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As competence in the spoken language becomes a more and more central goal in language
learning, more attention is being paid to the assessment of spoken language, particularly at
advanced levels. This talk will consider how we may conceptualize the issues involved. It will
offer a critique of views of assessment which see it as involving the recognition of objective
features of performance corresponding to features specified in criteria, and suggest that on
the contrary assessment is necessarily an interpretative activity. It will also examine what is at
stake in the design of assessment tasks involving one or more students interacting. Challenges
to orthodox views of performance assessment from advances in technology will also be
considered.
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